[Skandotpatti(h)]—ééma. ‘

do thou become Judra,” and at his réquest they explained to -

him the officessof Tudra.(b). . Even Indra besought him to
become the lord of the gods. "But, at the request of Skanda,
Indra retained his sovereignty, .and, with all the gods,
anointed Skanda as the -leader of the celestial forces, and

~ fastened the celestial wreath of gold, of Figrakarman’s munu-

facture, round his neck. Rudra came with Pdrcali and
honoured him. Skanda is called-the son of Rudra because
Agni is called Rudra by brakmans, and because he was pro-
duced by Rudra entering Fire, and because he was honoured

by Rudra before all the gods, and because the Qoeta mountain,.

where Lie was reared by the Kyétikas, was formed of Rudra's
semen virile, The red cock, given him by Agns, formed the
ensign of Skanda, perched on the top of lis chariot. The
power (¢akti) which conduces to the vietory of the gods,
advanced before him. An innate armour entered into his
body, and always manifests itself on the battle-field. Under
" the recitation of holy texts he was honoured by D., G., Aps.,

Yc., cte. Then he marvied Derasend (nnmes v. 14451),

Brh. performing the necessary prayers and oblations. Then
Lakshmi hegan to scrve him. - Therefore the fifth lunar day
is called Cri.;mﬁcanii, and the sixth ‘‘a great tithi” (maka-
tithih) (111, 229). o v
[Skandotpatti(f)] (“origin of Skanda’).—§ 495 (Mark.).
Mairkandeya promised to tell the story of Karétikeya, the son
of Adbhuta, begotten of the wives of the Brahmarshis.
Formerly, when the Asuras always defeated the gods, Indra,
anxious to find out a leader for the celestial host, repaired to
the Manase mountain, and, hearing o woman erying for
protection, rescued her from the Asura Kegin, whom he
wounded and put to flight (III, 283). She told Judra that
she was Devaseni, daughter of Prajapats, and that her sister

Daityasend had let herself be tuken away by Kegin from the

Manasa mountain, where they used to sport with their female
friends with the permission of Prajapati. Indra said that she
was a sister’s daughter of his mother Dakshayani. She asked
Indra to sclect a husbund for her, who was able to conquer
the gods, Danwras, Yukshas, Kinnaras, Uragus, Rakshas, and
Daityas. Indra was grieved, thinking there was no such
husband for her.—§ 496.. Then adre perceived the Sun
vising from the Udaya hill, and Soma (the Moon) entering fhe
Sun on the wmavasya (new-moon day) at the Raudra mukarta,
and the gods and Asuras fighting on the Udaye mountain,
the morning twilight tinged with red clouds, the Sea blood-
ved; Bhrgus and Asigirases offered oblutions, and Agns took
the oblations and entered the Sun, whilst the Sun was
entering the twenty-fourth parvan, and 8indhy was flowing
with i current of fresh blood, ete. Jndra thought that, if
now Soma or Agni gave birth to a son, this son might become
the hushand of Devasend. Then he repuaired with Decasend
to the world of Zrakmdn, who promised that it should be us
Indra had thought. Then India. with Devasend, repaired to
the place where the derarshis. Vusishtha, ete. lived, and the
guds also eame thither to drink soma and receive their shares.
of offerings, und the Adbhuta five cume from the solar dise to
the dhavaniys and made ovoer the offerings to the gods. - He,
(Adbliuta), then snw the wives of the gshis sleeping in their

‘Ggramas and fell in lovo. In order to look at them daily, e -

cutercd the garkapatya fire, and dwelt there for a long time,
and at last, from despair, repaired to a furest in order to do
away with himself., Seald, dnughter of Daksha, who had in
vain loved Adbhuta, now resolyed npon assuming the guise of

the wivesof the seven rshis (11, 2R4). Svaka first grotified
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her desire in the guisé of (iva, the wife of .iégitaa. and then,
lpst somebody shiould -unduly suspect the brihmana ladies,
she went out of the forest in the guise of a bird (gerud?,
suparpi), and on the Cvets mountain, that was covered with
clumps. of reeds and guarded with seven-headed poisonous
serpents, rakshasas, Pigacas, éte., she threw the semen, which
she held in her hand, into a golden basin. Then, assuming
successively the form of five of the others, she did the same
on’ the first lunar day (pratipadi). Only the form of
Arundhati slie was unable to assume because of her ascetic .
merit and devotion to her husband. The semen produced a
child,. whom the. pshis called Skanda (etymology v. 14315),
with six heads, ete. On the-second day it first assumed,n
form, on the 3rd it looked iike a little child, on the fourth
the limbs were developed. Seizing the bow used by tho
~ destroyer of Tripura, Skandae uttered a terrible roar, so that
the great ndgas Citra and Airasata sprang up. But Skenda -
seized them with two of his hands, and holding a dart in one’
hand, a cock in another, etc., and ‘blowing a conch-shell, he ~
terrified the creatures with his roars. The persons of various
orders, who then sought the protection of Skanda, are called
his followers by the bralimans ( parishadan brakmanan, read’
brakmanak).. Discharging his arrows in the direction of the
‘Qveta mountain, he rent asunder the mountain Krauiica, the
- son of Iimarat; therefore the swans and vultures go to
the mountnin Aeru. The other mountains also screamed
aloud. - Then, with his lance, he rent in twain one of the
peaks of the Crele mountain. Mount (reta and the. other
mountains left the Earth and fled; the Earth was. torn
asunder on all sides; she went to Skands and regained her
power; the mountains bowed down to Skanda and came back
to the Earth, and all creatures worshipped S8kanda on the
fitth -day of the lunar-month (I1I, 226).—§ 497. Terrific
prodigies were seen everywhere.  The rshis tried to restore
tranquillity to the universe. The inhabitonts of the Castra-
ratha forest accused the wives of the six rskis, other ones the
fowl (yarud?) of being the cause thereof ; but nobody suspected
Scaha. The seveu ' pshis divorced their wives with the
exception of Arundhati, though Sraka claimed the child as
hers. Vigramitra, having concluded the sacrifice of the
soven “pshis, hud secretly followed the god of fire, and knew
everything as it had happened. He sought, the protection of
" Skanda, and performed for him the thirteen auspicious rites
of childhood (masigalani kaumarans) : the jalakarman, ete., ete,
Though Figramitra informed the seven yskss of the innocence
of their wives, yet they abandoned them unconditionally.—
§ 498. The gods asked Zudra to kill Standa, but he dared
not attack him, saying that Skanda waus able to destroy even
the Creator of the world.” Then tliey let the Mothers of the
world approach in order to kill Skanda, but they adopted him
us their son and let him suck their breasts, especially the
daughter of Kvodka with a spike in her hand, and the
daughter of the Red Sea, who livéd on blood; and his futher
Agni come and, transformed into Naigameya (see BR.) with
a goat’s month, gratified him with toys (111, 226).
~Smara = Kima: VII, {8410.

-Smpyti (*tradition,” personif.).. § 6154 (Skandu): 1X, 46,

2682,
Snehana = Ciya (1000 names?). .

- Sodha, pl. (°ak), a people. § 574 (Jambikh.): VI, 8p, 349

(only C., B. has_Godhak).
*Soma’', originally the soma juice, gencrally identified with
the Moon. § 28 (Amytamanthana): I, 18, 1145 ((atasahas-

’,



