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shnangi) and Visald; then eight daughters of Kasyapa by
Arishfa: Anavadya, Anavasd, Atyantamadanapriyd, Suripa,
Subhaga, Bhdsi, Manovati and Sukesi; then the dadvati or
divine Apsarasas: Vedakd (sic, but v.l. Menakd), Sahajanya,
Parnini, Punjikasthald, Kratusthala, Ghritichi, Viswéchi,
Purvachitti, Pramlochd, Anumlochanti, to whom are added
Urvasi, born from the thigh of Nardyana, and Menaka
the daughter of Brahman. Besides these the Va’yu-P: men-
tions fourteen Ganas or classes of Apsarasas: 1. The Sobha-
yantyas, produced by the mind (manas) of Brahman, 2. the
Vegavatyas born in heaven (? the Mss. &fTET:), 3. the
Uryas (?, perhaps Urjas, comp. Vdjas. 18. 11.), produced by
Agni (comp. Vdjas. 18. 38.), 4. the Ayuvatyas, by the Sun
(comp. Vdjas. 18. 39.), 5. the Subbancharas, by Wind (comp.
Vijas. 18. 41.), 6. the Kuravas (?), by the Moon (Mss.:
WA FATR FLI: SAT:; perhaps their name is Bheku-
rayas, as occurring also in another passage of one Ms.;
comp. Vdjas. 18. 40.), 7. the Subhds (?), by Sacrifice (; their
name is perhaps Stavds, comp. Vdjas. 18. 42.), 8. the Vahna-
yas (? perhaps Eshfayas, comp. Vdjas. 18. 4.), by the Rich-
and Saman-verses, 9. the Amfitds, by Amrita, 10. the Mu-
das by Water; (three Mss. have qUIIAT: and one Ms,
. Wﬂ"{ which however must be corrected a’r&a:ra"[
since JTYIAT: occurs under 5; comp. Vdjas. 18. ss), 1L. the
Bhavés (?), by the Earth, 12. the Ruchas, by Lightning,
13. the Bhairavés, by Death (comp. Vdjas. 24. 57.) and 14.
the Soshayantyas, by Love; (this list i3 probably meant
by the author of the Kddambari, who — ed. Calc. p.122 —
professes to give fourteen classes of Apsarasas, but, in fact,
only names thirteen, fathering moreover one class on Da-
ksha). — The Harivansa (v.6793) speaks of seven Ganas
of Apsarasas, but, without naming them. Vyddi, as quoted
inacomm. on Hemachandra, mentions an Apsaras Prabhavati
as born from a hole in the ground for receiving the fire con-
secrated to Brahman, Vedavati as born from an altar-ground,
Sulochand from Yama, Urvasi from the left thigh of Vishnu,
Rambhd from the mouth of Brahman, Chitralekhd from
his hand, and from his head Mahdchittda, Kékalikd, Ma-
richi, Suchikd, Vidyutparid, Tilottamd, Adrik4, Lakshans,
Kshemd, the divine and beautiful Rdma (or Divys, Rdma,
Manorama), Hema, Sugandha Suvasu, Subahd, Suvratd,
Asitd, Saradwan, Pundanka Surasd, Sunfitd, Suvitd,
Kimald, Hansapadi, Sumukhi, Menaka, Sahajanya. Parnini,
Punjikasthald , thusthala Ghfitdchi and Viswachi.
¢ Originally these dlvmmes seem to have been personi-
fications of the vapours which are attracted by the Sun
and form into mist or clouds; their character may be thus
interpreted in the few hymns of the Rigveda where mention
is made of them. At a subsequent period when the Gan-
dharva of the ngveda. who personifies there especially the
Fire of the Sun, expanded into the Fire of Lightning, the
rays of the Moon and other attributes of the elementary
life of heaven as well as into pious acts referring to it, the
Apsarasas become divinities which represent phenomena or
objects both of a physical and ethical kind closely associated
with that life; thus in the Yajurveds Sunbeams are called
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the Apsarasas associated with the Gandharva who is the Sun;
Plants are termed the Apsarasas associated with the Gan-
dharva Fire: Constellations are the Apsarasas of the Gan-
dharva Moon: Waters the A. of the G. Wind: Sacrificial gifts
the A. of the G. Sacrifice: Rich- and Sdman hymns the A.
of the G. Manas (creating will); in another passage of the
Vdjas. Fire is connected (Mahidhara: in the two months
of Vasanta or spring) with the two Apsarasas Punjikasthald
and Kratusthald (considered by the comm. as personifi-
cations of a principal and an intermediate point of the com-
pass), Wind (Viswakarman) with Menakd and Sahajanya
(comm.: in the two months of Grishma or the hot season),
Sun (Viswavyachas) with Pramlochanti and Anumlochanti
(comm.: in the two months of Varshd or the rainy season),
Sacrifice (bamyadvasu) with Viswéchi and Ghfitdchi (comm. :
in the two months of Sarad or the sultry season), Parjanya
(Arvdgvasu) with Urvasi and Purvachitti (comm.: in the
two months of Hemanta or the cold season). — This latter
idea becomes then more systematized in the Purdras, when
a description is given of the Genii that attend the chariot
of the Sun in its yearly course; thus the Bhdgavata P.
mentions that besides the Rishis, Gandharvas &ec. also one
Ganda or troup of Apsarasas pays adoration to the Sun every
month; and the Vishriu P., that among the Genii who pre-
side each in every month over the chariot of the Sun, Kra-
tusthals performs this function in the month Madhu, Punji-
kasthald in the month Madhava, Mend in Suchi, Sahajanyd
in Sukra Pramloché in Nabhas, Anumloch4d in Bhadra-
pada, Ghfitachi in Aswina, Viswachi in Karttika, Urvasi
in Agrahayana, Purvachitti in Pausha, Tilottami in Magha,
Rambhd in Phalguna; an analogous description is given in
the Vdyu P. with the only difference that Viprachitti takes
the place of Parvachitti, apparently with less correctness,
as this account is a strict developement of the quoted pas-
sage of the Yajurveda (Vdjas. 15, 15-19). In the last my-
thological epoch when the Gandharvas have saved from
their elementary nature merely so much as to be the musi-
cians in the paradise of Indra, the Apsarasas appear amongst
other subordinate deities which share in the merry life of
Indra’s heaven, as the wives of the Gandharvas, but more
especially as wives of a licentious sort, and they are pro-
mised therefore, too, as a reward to heroes fallen in battle
when they are recelved in the paradise of Indra; and while,
in the Rxgveda they assist Soma to pour down his floods,
they descend in the epic literature on earth merely to shake
the virtue of penitent Sages and to deprive them of the
power they would have otherwise acquired through un-
broken austerities. — To this association of the ethical with
the physical element in the character of the Apsarasas
belongs also that view expressed by Manu, according to
which the Soul in its transmigrations is reborn as Apsaras
when it was in its previous existence under the influence of
rajas or passion; and probably too the circumstance, that in
the Atharvaveda they are fond of dice, and three Apsarasas,
whose names are given above, are supposed to have the
power of removing faults committed at gambling with dice.



