N.B.— Sanskrit prosodists classity Vrittas accord-
ing to the number of syllables contained in each quar-

ter. Thus they enumerate tWenty-siTX olasses of ‘Sama-

 vrittas’, as the number of syllables in each gquarter
of a regular metre may vary from one to twenty-six.
Each of these classes comprehends a great number of
possible metres according to the different modes in
which long and short sylla,bles may be distributed.
For example; in the class whére each qua,i'ter contains
six sylla,bles, each of the six syllables may be elther
short or long, and thus the nnmber of poaa:ble com-
hma.tlons is 2X2X2x2x2><2 or 26=64, though not even
“halta dozqn are in general use; so in the case of the
twenty-six syllabled class, :the possible: varieties: are
928 or87, 108,864 1 But if we consider the cases
where the alternate quarters are similar or all dis-
similar, the varieﬁy of pbssible metres is al‘moét‘in-
finite. nga.la, as also the L'lnvati and the last
chapter of Vrltta-ratnikara, glve dn'ectlons for com-

puting. the number of possible varieties and for-finding )

their places, or that of any single one, in a regular
‘enumeration of them. The different varieties, however,

which have: been used by poets are: few when compared -

with the vast mnltltude of POSBIble metres. But
even' these are too many to be dealt 'w1th in an Appen-

ticular notl,ce; in the 1orl‘lowm_
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N ote—-In the !ollowmg deﬁmtlons the letters repre-
sentmg the Ganas such as A, H, H, &o. a8 also &, T,
will often be found to have dropped “their vowels for
the exigence of metre, e. g. e stands for ", T, 94,

a3 go ¥4I, for H,. q &o. The first line gives the Defi-
pition of & metre, the second; the Scheme in Gagas
with the Yati or Osesum—-the pause ‘that may be
made in reciting a quarter or verse, and ‘which is usu-
ally indicated by the words i in the Deﬁmtlon standing
in the Imstrumental case—denoted in brackets by
Arabic figures; and then comes the 9xample 5 (ma,ny of
- these examples are ‘drawn from the works of Magha,

‘Bharavi, Kalidasa, Dandin &c. )
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Meires with 4 Syllables in ¢ quarier
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Metreo with 6 Syllables ina quarter

(mﬂsﬁ)

, (1)a3n:um
@ Ja agavam |

[aléoealled‘ﬂ"ﬂ]
ﬁg%@rﬁ‘tnt S

w0, 7(3.3)

_ (a) oA BT S R |

O BT WY W W Kav, 3. 86,

(b) gt g frerrrE |

":ﬂmm'ﬁl

w&ier{mar amvﬂ;rm
AT AgRIteA ||
(4) S

faar Qrrarsh |

4,9 (2.4).

X Qrarehi-oar ¥ qms: |
SreAveeEd e ||




