APPENDIX A

SANSKRIT PROSODY

Introduction

The earliest and most important work in Sanskrit
prosody is the Pingala-chhandas-s3stra, attributed to
the sage Pingala, which consists of Sutras distributed
over eight books. The Agni-Purana also gives a com-
plete system of prosody founded apparently on Pinga-

la’s. Several other or1gmal treatises have hkeWIse .

been composed by various authors, such as the Sruta-
bodha, Vanibhusana, Vritta- da.rpana., Vntta-ratnu-

kara, Vritta-kaumudi, Chhandomaﬁjan &. In the

following pages the Chhandomafijari and Vritta-ratna-
kara have. been chiefly drawn upon Vedic as well as
Prakrita metres being ignored in this Appendix.

Sanskmt. composﬂ:xon may be in the form of T4
‘prose’ or 97 ‘verse’ or poetry expressed in the form
of stanzas. ;

A stanza or padyais a combmatlon of four pddas
or quarters, which are regulated either by the num-
ber of syllables ( 31&iT ), or by the number of syllabic
instants (&74T). oy

A QP is 2 X or Hﬂ%

A I9 is a2 stanza the metre of ‘which is regulated
by the number and position of syllables in each Pada
or quarter. A i is a stanza the metre ‘of thc.h
is regulated by the number of syllabic instants in each
quarter.

Vrittas are divided into thx‘ee cla,ssel = Gﬂﬂi’l‘ in
which the Padas or qua,rters composing the stanza are
all similar; W il which the alternate quar-
ters are similar; and fasHgg in’ wlnch the quartens
are all dissimilar. : e

A syllable is a8 much of a word as can be pronmfn-
ced at once, that i8, a vowel W1th or without one Jor
more consonants. T

A syllable is &g short or ga ‘long’; according
as its vowel is ‘short’ or long The vowels ¥,:3, 3,
B, and & are short; and S, £, %, %, G, 3, and
Al are long-  But & short vowel becomes long in pro-
sody when it is followed by an Anusvara or Visarga,
or by a conjunct consonant; as the vowel ¥ in Y

and 31 (-—) 2 long one.

or T, ( The consonants 5 & g, as also H, & %, are
said to be exceptions, before which the vowel may be
short by a sort of poetical licence; e. g.in Ku. 7. 11
or Si. 10. 60, where, however, emendations have been
proposed by critics to render the metre comformable
to the general laws of prosody.) ~So also the last
syllable of a pada is-either long or short, according to
the exigence of the metre, whatever be its natural

Ienoth

A a?fw Ui g‘sﬁaa 3
| qu: ainmﬁa Q- TIRT=RUS 47 )

In metres regulated by ‘the number of sylla.blo
msta.nts, one instant or Matra is allotted to a . short
vowel, and two to a long one.

: For the purpose of scanning  metres regulated by
the number of syllables, writers on prouody have de-
vised eight ‘ Ganas’ or syllabic feet, each consisting of
three syllables, and distinguished from one- another
by particular syllables being short or long. They are
given in the followmg verse i—
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EXPI‘GSSBd i symbols (the symbol ~— denoting a
short syllable, and —a long one ), the different Gar;w,s
may e represented as follows :—
g v—--— ( Bacchius)
"~ — (Amphimacer )
“—-— (‘Anti-bacchius)
— -~ ( Dactylus )
NS ¢ Amphibrachys )
o~ — ( Anapmstus )
— ( Molossus )
PN ( Tribrachys )

A S1m1larly 6 (~ ) is used to denote a short sylla.ble,
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